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foreign affairs meant chiefly the Eastern Question, which involved the fate
of Turkey in Europe.

The British people were interested in Turkey, which was associated in their
minds with the road to India. British travellers and writers familiarised them
with the idea of the Near East. Kinglake's Eothen, the best short travel book
on Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, was published in 1844; Disraeli's Tancred in
1847, The Queen, never a great novel reader, may not have read Tancred^
but she had, none the less, a lively idea of the East. There was a costly and
not very successful Afghan war in 1839-42 ; and two hard-fought wars in 1846
and 1849. The Indian Mutiny of 1857-58 was a terrible crisis, coming immedi-
ately after the Crimean War of 1854-56. Lord Palmerston was Prime Minister
during the Indian Mutiny. His vigorous and energetic personality made him
particularly suitable for dealing with the crisis ; and in this period his relations,
with the Queen were without friction. The Queen approved of the abolition
of the East India Company in 1858 and the assumption of direct control by
the crown. Her advice on the new organisation of India was helpful to the
government. It was not until after another eighteen years that she was
proclaimed Empress of India (ist January 1877) during the Prime Ministry
of Lord Beaconsfield.